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Hawkesbury Celebrates
a 200-year Linkage !

by Jan Barkley-Jack
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6(70($4!$410#'1D)$0$%H!__ O#IN'@$.'40!1$41" 45$(B!!

#41 =(6>30$" (5" ?(1/'%93)&0%! K45)'1!

%2.7%241 (1 .(@$%0)(0'! 1$04#$4! 012! 1"/%! 2Al #$%!
@2;)42)%#$7! 62..'4634@* $0! 9'%6021'5! (4! #2423)!
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4')19'A2)'1# ()512A1$410# 1

O#'&! 7)2;'5! 0#.%'8;'%B! K80#23@#! =(6>3()$'

62824&!A2)!(4!'GP624;$60B!
J'0! $0! 1(%! 7')A'608&! $4! #().24&! 1$0#! =(6>3()$'0%!
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Tales of days gone by...

Compiled by
Michelle Nichols

9'8%";'5! #$%! (77)2(6#! 1(%! 6 24%%$%0'40! 1$0#! D)$0$%IH days gone by it was commonplace for people to
62824%(8! 728%$6&*! (45! 0#'l D)$0$%#! @2;")4.'40! 535! 42Gcord recollections on paper, sometimes in a

A2).(88&!5$%730' 0#$%+19636#1624;$60!728$6&! 1 (%! 8(0)0eSr,

:28;'1$4021(1%23)6'12A19$00)16240)2;') %&B!!

H)#(7%*! 022*! (41 $40(4@%$98" 7()0! 2A! O#'! $4%0(4

1().$4@! 02! "#2.7%241 1(%! %#()'5! #)$0(@'* A2)! #*]
8%3/'1 920#! <(6#8(4! (45! F8$V(9'0#! =(6>3()$*1 1(%! (!

journal or diary. On occasions these
reminiscences have found their way into an archive

R repository, whilst others have been published in

either newspapers or in a book. Reminiscences is
the term wused to describe remembering.
Newspapers also frequently recorded memories of

1620B! "#1 =(6>3()$" A(.$8&! 6(."1 A)2.1 0#1)".20'
(45! 2804 @(BPYLTO SwB(Aswe! fa21a 06! o1 ~aa) LR e R e ol
2'9)$5'06* 14" 11(%! 1241 \-1 !

) ?()$BS, Yot 1)1 <(6#8(4! 1(%! 92)41 241 - M(430&! RichmonditeO by Alfred Smith plus OWhen we were
- boys togetherO by J. C. L. Fitzpatrick. Keeping an
b28821$4@! O#'! A2345(0$24! 2A! O#! 0214%#$7! Zftount of daily activities is still done today,
<$;')7228*1=(6>3()$" A2).'5! AB225PA)"10214%! $4!0#"!  however not so often with pen and paper, but using
?(1/'%93)&! $4! L'6".9")! -X-,B! C(%08")'(@#*! H$00! new technology like PCs, making use of blogs and
"2141(45!R$89')A2)6'11')14(.'5!A2)!%0(0'%. '4!#'! social networking sites or recording memories
(5.$)'5*! (45! N$6#.245! (45! R$45%2)! A2)! O#'$)! orally [recordings] or visually [photographs or
%$$8()$0&'02|0#"62340)&%$5"2A|0#2%"78(6'%'()2345fdeo] In the hectic pace and pressure of our

<24524B! modern world the majority of us do not record the

"#1 A2345$4@! 2A1 0#1 0214%! 1(%! 420! 0#1 A$)%0! 2)1 o#Rersonal views of sights and sounds around us, and
8(%0! 2A! =(6>3()$'0%! 8'@(6&! $4! 0#'1 2(1/'%93)&B! KyeNOt With future generations in mind.

'()08&! (%! =()6#! -X-,! O#'! @2;")42)! #(5! 78(44'5! 02! Historical evidence can be useful to historians
1$%30! 0#1 5$%0)$60*! (45! 9'@ (4! 0#'1 624%0)360$24! 2Al{dbstigating the nature of life. A researcher will
$.7)2;'51)2(5! A)2.1 0#1 2(1/'%93)&! 02! 1&54'&! A2)! often have access to facts but not always the
(%3)!@)($4!0)(49672)0(0$24!02!0#'11&54'&!%02)' %! (45! personal views. Locating a personal account allows
[()/'0%! (45! %'40! '%%'8%! )2345! 9&!1)$;)! 02! A)'$S@#0!  the reader to step inside the history making it more
0o#1 @)($4! (0! )536'S! 62%0B! "#)23@#230! #$%!realistic, and a true to life chronicle helps to put a
@2;)42)%#57*1 =(6>3()$'0%! @)(45! 78(4434@! (45! story into perspective. A selection of some of these
TH$82%27#$6(8!;$%$24%!1)102! @$; 1#$%!A$;1=(6>30$ S ccounts follows.

0214%)! .(4&! 93$8534@%! (45! 7)'6$460%! 421! 2A! %0(0'!

(45! 4(0$24(8! $.72)0(46™! %36#! (%! 10! =(00#'10%! During an extensive tour of the colony in 1810
K4@8%$6(4! C#3)6#! (45! R$45%2)! C23)0! 223%'! T920#! Governor Macquarie kept a journal (which was
5%$@4'5! 9&! b)(46%%! :)"41(&U*! R$45%2)0%! Ppublished). He recorded he wanted to tour the
)i (7'5! "#2.7%24! 1>3()*1 0#'! 34$>3'8&! $40(60! Hawkesbury River to Portland Head. He set off
6'.'0')&*%>3()' I T7()/U! (45!9%64228#23%'17)'6$4601(0!  Tuesday morning on 4" December 1810 between 5-
R$89)A2)6"! 0#' )P78(44'5! H$00! "214! 2A! -X-c*1 04! 6am with his wife, Mr & Mrs Cartwright, William
6'40)(8! 7()/%! 2A! R$45%2)! (45! N$6#.245+*! (451 20#)!  Cox & others by boat. He wrote:!Owe stopt [sic] at

#$9%02)$6! 6'.'0)%'%! (0! N$6#.245*1 R$45%2)! (45!  Govr. Bligh's Farm of Blighton, about six miles below the
C(%08")'(@#B!! Green Hills on the Right Bank of the River, a very

beautiful situation; and after walking about the grounds
=(6>3()$'0%! 7')%24(8! 5)$;*! (824@! 1$0#! F8SV(9'0#0O%here for half an hour we proceeded on our Voyage down
6)'(0%$;'1(45!%3772)0%;')28™*16#(4@'5! 0#'10'42)! (45! the River. ---At 8 o'clock we stopped at the New School-
5$)'60$24! 2A! O#'! 1#28' 62824&* $46835%4@! O#iouse recently erected by Subscription, on the left Bank
?(1/'%93)&!5$%0)$60*!$4!1'8A()'*!'536(0$24*!.())$(@'*! of the. RiV('EI’, a little below Caddye-C_reek, but on the
)BS@$24*1 '6242.86%"1 78(4434@! (45! 93$85S4@IPOSIe Side, where fue had determined fo Breaidast
(%0#'0$6%B! K%! 1'88! (%! #(;$4@! 24'l 2A! 0#'1 '()8$'%0 'Ft’e VVV‘:;SIH ﬂ%%orN'gv%ysfgﬁgﬁﬁousﬁ” Wr‘;"ichci"sn‘;erg't‘f”r;
6244'60?";24%*! 0#$%!5$%OI)$60!6(4!8(&!I68($'!02!24'!2A! Ituated on the Bank of the River. ---Hére Doctor Arndell
8(%0! 5'(8%4@%! 1$0#! O#'1 623781 1#4! =(6>3()$'0%! came to pay us a visit from his Farm on Caddye Creek on
72)0)($0*!  62..$%%$24'5! (45!  7($5! A2)!  9&! the opposite side of the River, and Breakfasted with us.
?(1/'%93)&$0'%*! 1(%! 5$%7(06#'5! 02! 23)! 5$%0)$60B! “Ofter Breakfast we embarked again and prosecuted
1(%!%#$77'5!02! ?(1/'%93)&! A)2.!D)$0($4!$4!W6029")!  our voyage down the River, the Banks of which begin

-X+\1(451%0$88!025(&!#(4@%!$4'R$45%2)!C23)0!?23%'Blere to be very high and Rocky in most places. ---The

, , Farms on both Banks, especially those on the Left Bank,
<(6#8(4! =(6>3()$'0%! (60$24%! (%! @2;)42)*! #$%! ($5!are rich and well cultivat ed, and make a pretty

(45! 78(4434@! 8'@(6$'%!)".($4! 0(4@$98"! $4! 23)! 5($8&!appearance from the water, being generally interspersed
8%;'%! P! A)2.1 0#'1 63))'40! &230%! 2A! 23)! .($4! 0214%! with extensive Orchards of Peaches and other Fruits.O ' !
(45! 0#' 93$85$4@%! 'GO(40! A)2.! #$%! @2.)42)%#$7*! 02!

23)1 624084351 :(83%4@! 2A! =(6>3()$'0%! $.(@'*! (88! 2A!
14964 6240)$930" 021 2(1/%93)&0%! 624%$5')(98!
63803)(8!#)$0(@'B!

tJournal of a Tour of Governor Macdiatigispection of the Interior of the
Colony, Commencing on Tuesday, the 6th of Nleam. 1810
http://www.lib.mg.edu.au/all/journeys/1810/1810.htm| [viewed 16.1 .2010]!
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Robert Coffin an American seaman kept a record of
his adventures in the mid 1850s. He arrived in
Sydney in 1855 and took a position with settler
Charles Ivory who lived on the Colo. His
observations of the Colo Valley are included in the
book which was published in 1941.

OThe inhabitants of Colo Valley had their produce
carried off and their wants supplied by old Ned Shaw,
who navigated a little sloop down the Colo River, Broken
Bay, and around into Port Ja ckson. Ivry [sic] lived in a
slab hut with a stone fireplace. He set at work and built
a hut for me, and then | did my own cooking, he finding
the materials. | did the plowing, but it was like learning
over again. The plow was wrought steel point, and with
very long handles set low so that the least turn threw
the plow out of the ground; besides | was a long distance
from my team. But | soon got used to it. The tool that
bothered me most was the long narrow-bitted English
axe, but | found that the exceedingly hard wood growing
here needs a narrow bit.0

The isolation of the Colo in the 1850s is obvious
when he relates about how a settler was fatally
injured.! OA settler in the Curry Jung came into our
valley to hunt wallabies with a neighbour. They were
out on a ledge of rocks on top of the range, looking
down at their dogs coursing the lower ledge, their gun
butts resting on the ledge and holding by the muzzle.
The visitorOs gun slipped through his hand, the hammer
struck the rock, exploding the charge, driving pieces of
his thick coat, its lining, his trousers, the wads, and
sixty shot into his thigh, just above the femur. It was
forty-eight hours before the doctor reached him, and in
that hot climate gangrene sets in rapidly, and in that
time and place antiseptics were unknownEhe wanted to
be carried on a stretcher by hand twelve miles over the
mountains, that he could die in his own home.O "

In 1867 the Hawkesbury district was overwhelmed
with the greatest flood on record. Rev. J. Watkins
was concerned after reading about families being
swept away particularly as his children resided in
Windsor. On Saturday 29" June he travelled with
great difficulty, to Windsor. He recorded:

OThe damage done is great, and if the flood had
continued to increase it would have covered Windsor
completely in a few hours; the loss of life has not been
SO great as perhaps was expected but all is not known
yet. Found the people more cheerful than | expected.
There is widespread movement to relieve the
destitution. Too much food sent up ... but better than
too little! Our daughter's house was an asylum, our son's
was inundated by the meeting waters, and he, his young
wife, and their infant child had to flee in the night, and
there were scores of like cases. Many were in great
peril, and some of them for many hours. Many houses
were swept away; at least, they did duty for houses;
people lived in them or herded in them. Poor people.
Some of them are not much ... perhaps by losing all they
had; but it was their allE "

$Fl'he last of the Logan: the true advaitRa@sert Coffin, mariner, in the years
1854-185NY: Cornell Uni. Press, 1941)!

.ﬁeverend J. Watkins Jowpri282 (Mitchell Library, Reel CY189)!
I"#$%&'()*

Joseph  Harpur wrote several perceptive
memorandums in Windsor’s, St. Matthews Church
of England registers. One of these relates to the
depositing of a coin under the foundation stone of
the church on Saturday the 11" October 1817.10A
little after sunsetEthe Corner stone of St Matthews
Church was laid, by Governor Macquarie and after
depositing the Rim of a Spanish DollarEHis Excellency in
a very impressive tone of voice said, OGod prosper St
Matthews Church® gently struck the stone three times
with a Masons mallet; the same ceremony was
performed severally by the whole of the Gentlemen
which accompanied His Excellency from the Government
house to the Spot - though - in disposition, owing it was
said to the unusual heat of the weather at this time of
year, the Resident Chaplain RevOd Robt Cartwright was
not present.0" ! Additional information followed
about the stone being moved and the stolen money
being replaced.

One wonders what these 19 century writers would
think about their accounts being used to illustrate
the Hawkesbury’s local history in the 21°* century.
Furthermore have you left any historical evidence
which may be useful to historians investigating life
in the 20" and 21% century and placed it in an

appropriate repository for safekeeping?
!

Royal Australian

Historical Society

State History Conference
|
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! The Sydney Morning Herald The Sydney Morning Herald
! Tuesday, 18 September, 1906 Wednesday, 27 March 1907
MILITARY PRINCE OF WALES CUP
THE PRINCE OF WALES'S TROPHY WON BY NEW SOUTH WALES
WINDSOR, Monday WINDSOR, Tuesday

The preliminary competitions for the best team |fo Captain Brinsley Hall, M.L.A., has been notified frofp
represent New South Waldsom the regiments of the Melbourne that the teamepresenting the Hawkesbur]
Australian Light Horse for the trophy presented by lfis Squadron of Lancers (and New South Wales), has Heen
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales have now bgen adjudged the winner of theompetition for the Cup
completed, with the result that the Hawkesbury squadfon presented by the Prince of Wales, and also that a prige of
of Lancers team, commanded by Captain Brinsley Hgall, I 25 had been allotted to go with the Cup. The trophy #ind
M.L.A., is the selected team for New South Wales. The prize will be presented at the Easter encampment offfthe
final result will be decided by a competition between dhe Governor-General.
team from each State of Australia.
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Reference: National Library of Australia - Newspapers: Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 1842-1954)
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